
NOVEMBER 2003 IRP E-NEWS 
Brought to You by the Idaho Rural Partnership (IRP) 

The IRP mission is to join diverse public and private resources in innovative 
collaborations to strengthen communities and improve life in rural Idaho. 

 
Do You Have News to Share? – In an effort to share information among our many 
partners, the Idaho Rural Partnership (IRP) is distributing an electronic newsletter on a 
monthly basis in addition to the printed quarterly newsletter.  If you have items that you 
would like included please email us at info@irp.state.id.us. 
 
Idaho Rural Summit & Connect Idaho – The Idaho Rural Summit in Coeur d’Alene is 
fast approaching and we hope to see you there on November 18-19.   The event will bring 
together experts in many of the areas where rural Idaho needs to be focusing energy to 
flourish in the future.  These experts will cover a variety of topics including economic 
development, infrastructure, technology and education. Speakers include Sen. Craig and 
Sen. Crapo as well as Craig Nolte of the Federal Reserve Bank.  Other reports will be 
given on Idaho’s Long Range Transportation Plan and the Inland Northwest Economic 
Adjustment Strategy.  Success stories from Bonners Ferry, Preston, Twin Falls and 
Syringa Network will be featured. The Connect Idaho Conference will be held 
immediately following the Summit on November 20 – 21.   Pre-registration for both 
events can be completed on line at www.idahosbdc.org and the pre-registration deadline 
has been extended until November 13. Call the Coeur d’Alene Resort today at 800-688-
5253 to reserve your room at the great IRP nightly rate of $56 (economy) or $89 
(upgrade).   
 
IRP Committee Meetings – Thanks to the tremendous effort and input from numerous 
volunteers we’re in full swing with a number of IRP committee meetings. The IRP Board 
will review recommendations from the IRP Education, Leadership and Outreach 
committees at the 11/18 meeting.  After that, the Leadership Committee will meet on 
Wednesday, December 3rd from 1 – 4 pm.  The Economic Development and 
Environmental committees will have their first meetings in December or January. If you 
are willing to serve on an IRP committee please contact us at 208/334-3131 or 
info@irp.state.id.us. 
 
211 Idaho Offers New Tool - Idaho rural communities will soon have a new tool to 
identify and evaluate a wide range of data, all in one centralized location.  By combining 
the efforts of AmeriCorps members and GIS internet mapping technology, Idaho 
communities will have the capacity to visualize, share and educate both public and 
private sector entities where trends and gaps in health and human services exist.  This 
information will prove invaluable as rural and urban communities, and potential funding 
organizations, evaluate data to establish priority areas and future program development. 
Several agencies and organizations involved in the effort will utilize a statewide 
community asset-mapping process where community-recruited AmeriCorps members 
will serve as lead facilitators.  The 18-member AmeriCorps program, administered by 
211 Idaho, will place members in Boise, Bonners Ferry, Caldwell, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 
Falls, Lewiston, Moscow, Mountain Home, Payette, Pocatello, Salmon, Shoshone and 



Twin Falls. The effort is being coordinated by 211 Idaho and Rural Community Resource 
Mobilization. AmeriCorps, administered by the Corporation for National and Community 
Service and Serve Idaho, engages more than 50,000 Americans each year in intensive 
service to meet critical needs in areas of education, public safety, health, and the 
environment.  To learn more about 211 Idaho and AmeriCorps, please call (208) 336-
5533 x256. 
 
BLM Fire Management Plan in Progress - The Clearwater Resource Conservation and 
Development Council, Inc. is working with the Bureau of Land Management’s Upper 
Columbia-Salmon Clearwater District to develop a Fire Management Plan for that area. 
The project involves development of an area wide fire plan template and examples of 
other completed area wide fire plans will be provided.  The area of this BLM district 
ranges from Bonners Ferry to Grangeville and also includes the greater Salmon city area.  
For more information contact David Zwerneman at the Clearwater RC&D Council at 
(208) 746-5587 or dzwerneman@lewiston.com. 
 
"Cultivating the Harvest II"  - Inland Northwest Small Acreage Farming Conference is 
being held this weekend in Coeur d’Alene.  The will feature a dozen workshops ranging 
from growing culinary and medical herbs to rotational grazing and pasture weed 
management. Twenty short courses, each lasting two to three hours, will provide more 
detailed information about topics ranging from soil health, vegetable production and risk 
management to starting a cooperative business. More information about the conference is 
available on the Internet at www.ag.uidaho.edu/sustag/SmallFarms. 
 
Call for Papers – Ag Energy Conference - The Farm Foundation is cooperating with 
USDA’s Office of Energy Policy and New Uses to organize a conference to examine 
farm energy use and production targeting private and public policies that influence 
energy consumption and production in agriculture.  The June 2004 conference will be 
held in Arlington, Virginia.  The information will be used to help USDA improve 
administration of energy-related programs and provide baseline material on energy use 
by agriculture and possible supplies. The conference materials will be utilized to create a 
“technology roadmap” for agricultural energy consumption and production, including 
barriers to technological advances, research needs, investment opportunities and 
economic (price) relationships. The conference will feature commissioned survey papers, 
selected papers, industry panels and opportunities for collaborative discussion among 
industry experts and government leaders. Conference organizers are seeking policy 
papers and other proposed materials that are due no later than Friday, January 16, 2004. 
Accepted proposals will be developed into papers over the course of the spring and 
published. Additional details about submission of conference materials or other questions 
may be directed to Dr. Steve A. Halbrook (630-571-9393 or steve@farmfoundation.org) 
or Dr. Joe Outlaw (979-845-3062 or joutlaw@tamu.edu). Conference materials will be 
posted on the Farm Foundation Web site (www.farmfoundation.org) as they become 
available.   
 
Entrepreneurship and Leadership Grants - The Goldman Sachs Foundation is seeking 
grant applications in areas that include advancing high academic achievement at public 



and alternative schools; fostering partnerships to improve education; and developing 
future entrepreneurs and global leaders. Details are available at 
http://www.gs.com/our_firm/the_culture/social_responsibility/gs_foundation.html. 
 
Fire Prevention and Safety Grants  - The U.S. Department of Homeland Security is 
accepting applications through November 14, 2003.  The 2003 program, a part of the 
2003 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program, seeks to address the nation's fire 
problem, particularly the death and injury rates to young children, seniors and the 
firefighters called to respond to fires. This will be the third year of funding, and 
information regarding the 2003 Fire Prevention and Safety Grant opportunity is currently 
available at http://www.usfa.fema.gov/fire-service/grants/2003grants/03-prev-
grants.shtm. 
 
Seed Money for Volunteer Groups  - Approximately $4 million is available from the 
Corporation for National and Community Service, which oversees AmeriCorps, for Next 
Generation Grants, which will be made to eligible nonprofit organizations and individual 
schools. The purpose of these grants is to foster the next generation of national service 
organizations by providing seed money to help new and start-up organizations, and 
established organizations proposing new projects or programs, plan and implement new 
service programs that have the potential of becoming national in scope. Organizations 
may focus on various issue areas including, but not limited to: education, health and 
human services, homeland security, public safety, or other critical areas.  Proposals are 
due by 5 p.m. EST, on November 17. More information available at 
http://www.cns.gov/whatshot/notices.html. 
 
 


